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Obeisance to great Seers and the Learned!

In Sanskrit, the term “prasnottararatnamalika’ means ‘the garland of gems made-up
of questions and answers’. This short work by Bhagavan Sri Adi Sankara consists of
180 questions and answers that are arranged as if these are meant as ready-reckoner
for anyone who seeks the righteous path for spiritual progress. The beauty of these
verses is in their simplicity as seen in the lucid use of the language, directness of the
questions and the answers to the point.  The text is elegant and can easily be a

teaching-aid for Sanskrit language and its sentence structures.

The flow of text appears as if it is the teaching by the father to his child or by the
Guru to his faithful disciple. The questions are direct; the answers are simple
assertions or instructions. There are no complicated thoughts. There is no elaborate
analysis but only the synthesis. A faithful student, who imbibes these instructions
and follows the righteous path, will surely seek further understanding and deeper
contemplation to achieve better understanding. For casual readers, these questions
may also appear to be set in random order only until an able teacher shows the
intricate logic therein. Sometimes the questions seem to be repeated but this is only

to reinforce the point or to bring a different context.

These verses also reveal interesting and thoughtful interpretation even for the
normal goals of life. For example, the question “who in the world is happy (loke sukhi
bhavet ko?)” in the verse 44, has a simple answer — “the rich (dhanavan)”. This seems
obvious to us as we all believe only the rich endowed with money are happy in this
world. But richness defined in the following question “what is richness (dhanamapi
ca kim?)” changes our understanding. To be rich is to have the ability to fulfil one’s
desires (yatascestim). Richness is not the material worth but the true enabler of
fulfilment. Conversely one who is fulfilled is the richest; so our goal should be for the
fulfilment and not seeking material wealth in the vain hope of finding happiness

through them.

These verses show the path to the supreme knowledge that give lasting happiness;

such supreme knowledge is realizable only through bhakti or true devotion. The
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symbol OM, which is considered to be the root as well as the expanse of all Vedas,
must be meditated upon. The essentiality of bhakti and the contemplation on OM are
therefore the key to the supreme knowledge; this assertion concludes the verses,
presented as the beautiful ornament, adoring the neck of the faithful, the source of

true speech and thought.

This inspired interpretation (in English and Tamil) is an attempt to aid our learning.

Mee. Rajagopalan
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Foed(ha QumflulGe ‘LirsGarrdr rHer LTed&HT  eT6TUSET  GLIT(HET,
‘allerT aflewL_Sen T THBlTE SNHET LGB TNV 6T6TLIGI Qf@LD. LIG6UT6IT
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HSNHTRT CHIigwTeT ailewL_sewaruld HHBSTMGI. (VO eUTLPSHM I uilsy
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sflwrer suflar Qb swsCwiLTs @bHTV @)MSImEH. @bHTOST WS,
@) peor ereflemio! efleTTEHE6T 6TEVEVTID LD WETHV GLITFHIUTS allewarLieney.
IWeUSGSTRT allewL &6, FHM] ueeTEHEBTON, FL G erl yflwdF GFuiiLieney.
@riuTL_VsaflsD GLLILILTET $d8I6UBISEaTT, HLgeTLOTET euUTThGensLl LiwGeTm
Bsvemev. FibewalH Glordlulley surs sl Y ewioliL|dhHeneards HMHMId 6l TsiTEnLD
LOTERTeUTHEHSHEGLD LweTUBLD  ailgrs, steflw  eurdhdSlwmiseEpn, ereflw
CFrhaseEpd Carent(® ellemmiGElermgl  @)susufl  Hrev. R(MH  BHWD
GYHWBHHHF lFTeVeugH CLITV, VLG, p(H YFfweT Heiresfl_1d BLDLIlSHew
CEBresTL  WTewTUsISHF ClFTeveddhSmeugl Gumsv, @)&Gssrall  LIFleVd6T
S| EWLO[H 66T ugleV&E6T 6TLEVTLD LisflFGlFeTY) alleTBIGD S L ewerdssT
VLG 2 MSwTer  (GDEHCHTETSHET. @) bHTeL DYLPLOTET B GI6U
alleTrenentsemerCuim, o rTilFFsenarCumT & (HeusNEHEV6V, DY6OTT6V (LpLG-6MT6dT
sufluilewerr, staflarads Hrily BVeVMeflST BHLVDEHWMS 2 Wi SGIUSNBTHLI
UL GSHLIUL L &  @)Fmerl Ugsgl, @)HeTuly BLLILIOET, [BIFFWIOTS,
wrer alearred 9flw o ewewwullenssrs — seiTanisT HTET 2 _6wT(HLD

S@slulenets GlumFmret.
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aumGT 915Gy ClFLeud” sTedTn allewl uHSIDGI.  ClFeVauLD 6T6ITLIGI
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CasBHeuGs GlFsveusmBdh CoHeUI G LD.

P FBIGTT 2 MTWIDF FHbGHIHHTRT YDlallet LTemGemw @)CILITL V66T
auflwrsds sTL_(HElearmri. eueupley e CeVTeTsl; YSMHE HHVTSH LS
Sjeuduwid. @b eteid flw spedlulledr eugeuid, QYphs LSS, D LDHS
EpTTIPLD @)ewewthgl UTDEUTHewerds ST (Heughl. 951G  Geugmiserflsr
allgaib, allewerayb @G, GUILITL ST HSHHMHW LSSU|D T (LPLD
VLD LITENSWUWId HTL Ly (PLYBITDET. HbHeWBUW ThHDTBISH6T CHTids
LOTEDEVEDUIS H(LPHBI6V D 6UfILICU6IT, 6TRTENTHSIMNGLD, GCLFHEBGHD ELPEVLDTEIT
&(1P5HFHCev, GLI(HeMTew e WF CFii S SHeU6dT sl MTedT.

BET(LPEHSTLILITEY Y mISleVSHBVID SLOPleVID CFiig @ bGwrPelLwiliy, BTD
LG $SITT 2_Sa LD §p(h (PwWhHF eTedrls LissilEGmedr.

5. prey@asTumevesT
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F: G ATATSHAT GETGETHATIATE T
STHAT FUSTEATAT A TLAAT AT Il ¢l

kah khalu nalankriyate drstadrstarthasadhanapatiyan

amuya kanthasthitaya prasnottararatnamalikaya II11]

wrGy Fyedr
@)ewio MIewL BF)esflewio allewsHdh
Seremio allarralswi_ gefliwewf] LISs5s
[]63TLOESST] LOTEM6V HITMHMI6UEHT &S5
2 eWTEWLD HMleusT 2 wiGlFmed & Hbh!

Who is the able person for realizing what is good in this world and those unseen that

he cannot find in prasnottararatnamalika, the necklace of gems made-up of questions

and answers on the most profound knowledge, as the most fitting ornament to adore
the neck, the source of his voice! (By mastering the lessons here, one attains the good

for life here and hereafter).

A o ATa &= gaad omard
& I&: feNTaa<a: fareafgara=ra: aad I |

bhagavan kim upadeyam guruvacanam heyamapi kim akaryam

ko guruh adhigatatattvah Sisyahitayodyatah satatam Il 21|

BI0L) e7HLIMEU? D & uTTHem!
B0l efleVdE&BHV? BFFTLD &IMHGIFwisL!
BD @ eTeTUTT? BbEBM 2 ewrieur,

BeVPMIF FLT Lisvpswer allewipsuri! (2)

WWhat deserves total acceptance? The words of the Guru! (If so) ®What is to be rejected?
That which is declared to be avoided (as evil) must be rejected. ©'Who is the Guru? He
who has attained the Self-realization and forever thinks for the best for his disciples

is the Guru.
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e 3 wder gt sarasaidseae:
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tvaritam kim kartavyam vidusam samsarasantaticchedah

kim moksatarorbijam samyakjiianam kriyasiddham I 3l

SABIBSTeIT 2_ewrii b1 QU (pSHLIwHT?
9miSSLL1 Lmall Clumass (B Slenrenio!
allQemev WISFleT ails6587 2 sTemLo

allgeng Lullestm aflglliLig L ggev! (3)

(Upon the guidance of the Guru) ® What is the foremost task for the Learned? It is to
attain the means for terminating the vicious cycle of birth and death. (For such
accomplishment) ©  What is the seed (essential) of the tree of liberation? The seed of

liberation is in the acquisition of perfect knowledge and its reflection in life.

: TR g F: JT=E T8 A 90
F: qIoear Aot foh FAamaeizorT &g |

kah pathyataro dharmah kah Suciriha yasya manasam suddham

kah pandito viveki kim visamavadhirana gurusu Il 4l

Slewflujb UTewS? STl LITeNS,
yesfls i, eprestlwi Gurpmlur Fremsv!
yeflgi wr@r? GlureiToesrd EFibLosv!

epreflwir eresrLIoui? Goplemwev 9 MbHg)

U@GSSDBleuTE6v O\ T &Hd 60T euTeri!
B&FF aflL_GlwgI? bH @[ UTTHems
H1FF1D 61aTEM Gy allsv@ssv! (4)

(For the perfect knowledge) ©®What is the appropriate approach? The right means in
one’s life is to follow Dharma or the righteousness (as shown by those who are pure
and intelligent). @ Who is the person of purity? One with unblemished mind is pure. ®
Who is truly intelligent? One who uses the discriminating intellect is truly intelligent.
(But the purity of mind and the discriminating faculty of intellect are eluded as if by
a venom). ® What is the venom? The act of ignoring the spiritual instructions of the
Guru is the venom (leading to one’s downfall).
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kim samsare saram bahuso.api vicintyamanamidameva

kim manujesvistatamam svaparahitayodyatam janma Il 51I

QUTPEHMSLI LITL_LD 6UIPpHIS(HILD 2_e5sTenLo?
BiGsL wrwg rmHLD Hesrenio!
surpailest GBréaid 6T&ICl6uaTS CET6TSHED?
Ummad Gsaill Ulepwpwm spapssv! (5)

(Guided by the wise words of Guru) % What is the true understanding from the
study of life (and death)? It is the understanding that life is transitory. (If so) *¥
What should be the primary orientation of one’s life? It is to dedicate life for the
good of one and all.

gfee Higeea: F: ®Wg: % 9 aeq4l (oA
T A e JOOIT T ST TEATANT: || &

madireva mohajanakah kah snehah ke ca dasyavo visayah

ka bhavavalli trsna ko vairi yastvanudyogah Il 6l

wgICuT g6\ wer earGLosiT B D?
LoesTEILIGT GlLITEdTLog LwIdEHID &) @ Lh!
LOETNSGS S(HLILJLD LOTWId> HETeU6T?
LOGRTEILIT (6T 6w LD6VT 615 Ty & Lb!
Q&g uflesr @ewrolg? GemDWTs STaLb!
Fmuiri etgif? @ewmwirio CGFribLIsy,

Gourmit g ewF allevsasT wdasLb! (6)

(But the righteous path is hard to follow due to the fickle nature of mind). @
What makes the mind to vacillate as if under the influence of intoxication? It is the
bonding of mind (with desires on the sensory pleasures, thereby it being lost).
13 Who are the thieves (of the mind)? The sense objects are the thieves (as the
desires on objects steer away the high faculties from the act of Self-realization
to mere sensory indulgence; such indulgence bind the Jiva like a creeper). @
What is the nature of such creeper (that binds the mind into the cycle of birth and
death)? Its nature is the never-ending thirst of desires or kama. (One must
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fight the creeper to be free from its entanglement otherwise one is deemed as
defeated in life). @ Who is the enemy (causing such defeat against the worldly-
desires)? It is the sluggishness or inertia that results in the non-performance of
one’s rightful duties.

FEATGATHE ALUTEATE I AforeTd T
F: QT AT AAATATAAATI o ATera: |l @l

kasmadbhayamiha maranadandhadiha ko viSisyate ragi

kah $iro yo lalanalocanabanairna ca vyadhitah Il 7l

LO(H6TSH(HLD LOTWILD? LOT6RTLD & (Th6uoTLD!
@ merallfls @&mLi? @uisLn) wrosd
eSS ulley gymleweud HuihEsri!
Freir steuGr? FlevreyL 6dr LOTHST
g ralllfl Qpemas &m sallidhsauGr! (7)

(16) What is the source of fear for all? Death is fearful to all. (Although death is
the only certainty, many are blind to see the truth). @” Who is the most blind
among the blind? He who is overtaken by worldly attachments is the most
blind. (To overcome the fear of death and the blinding-desires one must be
brave). @ Who is brave? He who is infallible to the arrow-like eyes of damsel
(in other words, unattached to all sort of vain indulgence in the world) is
brave. (Such bravery is only possible when righteous path is pursued).

qTeq FOTTerrer: FhAgaig Isad agaaen
BRI G ESEIRE I A

pantum karnafjalibhih kimamrtamiha yujyate sadupadesah
kim gurutaya malam yadetadaprarthanam nama Il 81I
Qsailser GaLlHF AmLILD6D eTHeTTeV?
Fmu Cpad QFb6lwm) 9 Hermsv!

yeiluflev gl Lrigesr ryewrin?
Curewmuidb @)reurts CuTm @ enTid gy rewTid! (8)

(To maintain the focus on the righteous path, sensory input must be carefully
chosen). ™ What should be heard well by the ears? The instruction of the spiritual Guru
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should be heard by the ears. (By such instructions, one gains confidence and achieve
self-respect). @9 What makes one respectable? Respectability is achieved only through
righteous character and not in seeking (any other) favours from any. (The
knowledge to righteous path is the only gift to be sought and known).

o g SR Faqer a1 T giieqedd
o 3@ sravaqiy: & Areaagar s i |

kim gahanam stricaritam kascaturo yo na khanditastena

kim duhkham asantosah kim laghavamadhamato yacfia Il 9l

yMegmH &MNe&g? LdHs60 wTenw,
s h8s Halllpdh@GLD HTHHd &eiTestenda!
ydd eredlwmi? GlumrnlLjsvesr Gleusst@mmedr!
SIWyLb er6dTLIgy)? &Hewm LTlTrme,
STHID GOID sTe0T BHI0TMev!
wHComi aflfluiley IH1Cu6sT Genmujn?
MMe T3 eVsVewT F)ewrEhaFsv! (9)

@V What is very difficult to know? The nature of Maya (like a damsel who mesmerizes a
man to foolishly sway from the path of Self-realization) is very difficult to
comprehend. (Instead one should try to overcome its influence through self-control).
220 Who is clever? One who is not enslaved to the worldly desires is clever. (It is
because where there is entrapment of desires, there is infinite misery). ? What is
misery? It is an attitude for drawing dissatisfaction on everything. (It is a succinct
definition of misery; in the absence of internal peace or happiness, there is no
contentment and so nothing gives satisfaction. This drives one to seek pleasures by
all means, even to stoop down in the eyes of the world). ¥ What makes one to be
unworthy in the eyes of the other? It is the attitude of seeking favours or resorting to
begging from unworthy people.
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g el eN . g .

& shfaaaeeasr & Se ared s aT:
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kim jivitamanavadyam kim jadyam pathato.apyanabhyasah

ko jagarti viveki ko nidra madhata jantoh Il 101l

Gwiflw eurpGleug? Flwi wirmib
&TW) ullsprds FHevsrevwtwils Liwiewrib!
GaribLIsy 6T6iTLIg? GlFwevm) Glodgerid!
aflflliyesric surersit wrGlrer eflerioy?
FeOlliLewL wrosv FifleTg| Heublmesr
FlG5Mb ety eulflliLi@ af reor!
2 miiGeusst wrGr? 2 enrenio o mlwimresr,

@mbgIpsVL LTews @misEl L SgHeusst! (10)

@5 What is an ideal life? It is a life that is beyond any reproach. (To live beyond any
reproach, alertness not inertness is needed). ?® What is inertness? It is laziness in not
following what is learnt (from the Guru and being not vigilant). ©?” Who is vigilant?
One who uses the discriminating intellect (to comprehensively understand the right
from wrong) is vigilant. (Such vigilance makes him awake). ?® Who is in sleep? One
who is (not vigilant and therefore) submerged in the ignorance of not knowing the
righteous path is forever in sleep.

A e Tas e 1o Arae e =T

FAT I % Qe FororeHT: aSET U 0 98

nalinidalagatajalavattaralam kim yauvanam dhanam cayuh

kathaya punah ke $aginah kiranasamah sajjana eva Il 11|

STweny wlenevGosy HmisT B6lreneu?
Glgw @)erewio, CFTHEI, o) ujeir!
Qe lwish ellsslEw @efling?
9MWleyemT &[HHL soTFTeT 2_mey! (11)

(To be alert and awake, one should understand the transitory nature of life and so
the futility of worldly desires. By such realization and through actions without
desires, one will be able to enjoy even the transitory life in freedom. To reinforce this
point), @ what is that which appears like the unstable droplets of water floating on the lotus
leaf? The temporal youth, material wealth and the life-span on the earth are like the
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water on the lotus leaf. (The waning youth, changing wealth and passing life, when
understood, put us under the heat of dread; to free us,) % who shines like the cool
moon? It is the Guru (with his lustre of compassion and guidance for the disciples).

T qLeh: TLALAT o d1ed qaagaaiadr
o oot qatea O = & wivmEmeE: 1 g0

ko narakah paravasata kim saukhyam sarvasangaviratirya

kim satyam bhatahitam priyam ca kim praninamasavah Il 12|

BI&LD 6181 ?Blewsv g emLolt Li(hGemer!
BN&SHLD 6TTLIZI? LDDMICFWL, HHMMILPpSITEFSA!
2 _aisremin 6163TLIGI? 2 ulli & ehds 6T Cer
9J6iTemL, GlFTemevey MM @) (HLiLig!

2 ufliggeui aflpLriLb? 2arPlevr surpdhens,

MBS LHSST euTpdHenssLl Liwewrid! (12)

(Life on earth is transitory; what other worlds exist for us? Should the fear of hell
and the hope of heaven drive our actions on the earth? ). ®'What is hell? It is the state
of servitude (or the lack of freedom that causes absence of happiness. It does not
matter where, and in which time and space domains, such worlds exist; it is enough
to know of hell as servitude and heaven as true freedom). ¢? What is happiness? It is
the state of complete non-attachment (because attachment binds to the outcome, a
recursive mix of pain and pleasure; only actions performed without desires lead to
freedom and truth). ©¥What is truth? Truth is that which is indwelling in all
creatures (as the unattached witness or the Self). ®¥What is important to all
creatures? Life (without disappointments) is dear to all.
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HISTIARAT AT HT TET ATLATHAT
HATAATAATE T ZT&T: FFAT AW 1l 2 3

ko.anarthaphalo manah ka sukhada sadhujanamaitri

sarvavyasanavinase ko daksah sarvatha tyagi Il 13l

G)pL1LjewTi Cleu6ITLIZ) 6T(LHEUS] THETTEV?
eTHTuTid HmbCsH erfluyid erdgTsv!
@)esruiid BlewevLiL @) pLig) eTriLig ?

@eflGuiri 2_meursv B)ewewtoug yLiLig!
SIWTLD HenaTLd gjlenewTeuet wrGy?

SHEWSTW|GWTTH STeweuu|Ld HhF(HD Slwrdl! (13)

(But we suffer from misery and disappointments). %>’ What leads to disappointments?
It is the mind which draws disappointments (because of its undue expectations).
©What gives happiness? The association with virtuous people gives happiness. (To
sustain true happiness, one must have the ability to destroy the root cause of all
sorrow). %7 Who is the most able person to remove the root of all sorrow? One who has
complete renunciation (and therefore capable of self-realization and conquering the

fear of death) is the fit person to remove the root of all sorrow.

o 7o qEa o = Feaas
AT T oret T e 9T 1 9%

kim maranam miarkhatvam kim canargham yadavasare dattam

amaranat kim $alyam pracchannam yatkrtam papam Il 141|

BMESH6V eTeTLIZI 6151795 LOL_6BLD,
B)BSHL p6T@m sTdTMN] wWirewLo!
ST&Sl60 LNCFSH? $5CHTT & (HewTLD
S WS &(Heugl! FITHlEN6eD 6T6T6wr?
el wirg el mLiui, eilenerullsr

HL_63TEH| Yaslw il ummy! 14)

(Self-realization and conquering the fear of death are spoken as if the one leads to the
other. This needs to be rightly understood). ©$What is death? It is the state of
complete ignorance (of failing to understand that the Self is eternal and the
disembodiment is merely a transition from one form to other form of living. To

conquer death, therefore one should realize the unchanging Self, which is beyond all
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embodiments. Such knowledge is the gift of grace from the Guru). ®¥What is true
gift? It is the gift (or the grace bestowed) at the right time to the deserving person.
(The guidance of Guru and the complete adherence to his instructions with
unblemished mind and discriminating intellect are essential to the disciple; yet the
grace of God is needed for the Self-illumination that conquers death. Attaining such
grace at the right time and at the right context is the most benevolent gift. This is
beyond comprehension). “” What causes grief till death? Actions based on attachment
lead to the imprint of unfulfilled desires or vasana within the veil of mind. (These

imprints on the mind result in successive embodiments and grief on earth).

EERECRIPCIRERIR IR PR
FFL T F AT FATI TG 1l ¢4

kutra vidheyo yatno vidyabhyase sadausadhe dane

avadhirana kva karya khalaparayositparadhanesu Il 15l

Bevall(BLILID 6Teweu? HsLEVM) euTETENLD,
BHBEVLD, 2 g6yl bNH6ILIHLD & Hewesr!
Ijsveverr allevdssd? 9 muifler 2 _mey,

O BBIWET WenesThls], Spemalt GlLmEhmia! (15)

(For the sustenance of life on earth) @V What should be aspired for? Good education
(though the association with virtuous), good health (by disciplined living) and
generosity (for serving others) are to be aspired for. “What should be avoided?
Association with vice, desire on others” women and possessions must be avoided.

TG (F T (e HETEAr 7  THET

T YT FereraT 2o E Y T J3AT 1 <1

kaharnisSamanucintya samsarasarata na tu pramada
ka preyasi vidheya karana dinesu sajjane maitri Il 161l
werglesflsy TmT BlenerGleug ermas?
wrP G surpeysmn Hredlsd Chrma!

FlewraFifld HL_eTTiild TG 6THEH6UT ?

2 LFfg giFeusv, 2 wiflwi B! (16)

(Vigilant and adherence to righteous path require discipline of mind). “ With what
should the mind be engaged at all times? Mind should always concentrate on the
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transitory state of worldly life and not on the sensory pleasures. (On that basis) “
'What should be the most favourite act in one’s life? Compassion (to alleviate suffering of
others) and the company of good people are the most desirable acts in one’s life.

FUSITALIL(H: FHET ZTCHT 7 T S

TEeT gfesaed 9 EuTiedr ar fdee | el

kanthagatairapyasubhih kasya hyatma na $akyate jetum

mirkhasya Sankitasya ca visadino va krtaghnasya Il 17|

Cppluyb pepmu)d BlwLod ShbgIb
Fifleuyr SmLow FTym sriwmi?

LOE®L_UI6HT, WD 2 ewL_wisdT, BHTemLp,

LesTSHTeL BT mbasTi CHmmi! (17)

(In spite of instructions and guidance, not everyone is interested to follow the
righteous path). “What sort of person cannot be directed to such path, even by force?
Those who are naturally stubborn (ignorance with arrogance), intrinsically doubtful
(lack of faith), irreversibly pessimistic (hopeless) and ungrateful are beyond the force

of influence or advice to turn to virtuous life.

F: ATY: AT FHGHATALA aHII

e Srd STeaeeatatasdTaar g8t 1l 440

kah sadhuh sadavrttah kamadhamamacaksate tvasadvrttam

kena jitam jagadetatsatyatitiksavata pumsa Il 18l

FAnpbgeuet wr@r? Fieulf) HL_LiLisuesr!
Amiewiowisst ereuGeur? Firewio 3)ipriLicuesr!
UTHEI6V STEr (PlgHHeuet 6TeuGeur?

LG Sresr 2 _euTenio LiwGHeuet Frhgbeor! (18)

“Who is the virtuous person? He who is of good character (by following the
righteous path) is virtuous. “”’Who is the bad person? He who exhibits bad character
(by swaying away from the righteous path) is a bad person. “’Who can conquer the
world? The (virtuous) person who is truthful and ever so calm (because of the
absence of anxiety resulting from the desire less actions) can conquer the world.
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FEH AHIH FAT: FA~d IATTTH
FEATEE: TATCEHATIUTT: Gred: 1| ¢ 2

kasmai namamsi devah kurvanti dayapradhanaya

kasmadudvegah syatsamsararanyatah sudhiyah Il 191

Caaummp el LIt gIFliILg) eTauenT?
WITeU(HID FHLLIL 2 _6DLPLILIGUT U@qsumm!
Ud@GHeULD SIewL_HSTT LIWLILIL 6D 6TEH6sflL_1D?

FE@Emib HrelLsyib Feusmeols Lipaill (19)

“9 Who is celebrated even by the gods? The One who is full of compassion to others
(and fearless due to righteous life) is celebrated even by the gods. ®“What should be
afraid of? For a person with clear understanding, the impact of samsara which is like a
fierce forest should cause the fright; (so he must be always vigilant to avoid actions

that would cause the downfall).

FET T ITIORTO: T a1 fa e

T TTqA T2 I TEGEATHATE |l ol

kasya vase praniganah satyapriyabhasino vinitasya

kva sthatavyam nyayye pathi drstadrstalabhadhye Il 201|

wreuid dlég) wirflib uesilesri?
eUTIIERLOU|LD LiewsfleyLD 6umiiidgbeur & TeVas6i!
eTHaflev 2 Mg ey 60 Apiiy?
@)ewio wmiswi @)esflg S mer &mLotd! (20)

©UTo whom, others surrender? To him, whose speech is truthful and endearing and

who is humble. (To become such a person), ©» Where should be the focus? The focus

should be in the righteous path that gives benefits here and in the hereafter.

(Without such focus, one would be lame).
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FISedT ASFALT: 0 A4 A7 f{art= 7 gonfa
T FeRT T2 T T A 7 S 0 2 20

ko.andho yo.akaryaratah ko badhiro yo hitani na $rnoti

ko miiko yah kale priyani vaktum na janati Il 211I

B m&svr ) HHGID & HL6oT 6TeuBevr?
MWIBHID v s 1qF GlFiLieusst!
Qeallaer @) mbgib GFaill et sTeuGesr?
Flw &meyswr Carm F(pLiisussr!
epL_eir 61euGesr? (WewmuLd, @)L wpLd
WpHmId GuTHHST ClFTHET 2_ewmriLieuss! (21)

@Who is blind? He who enjoys doing evil things knowingly is blind (because
he fails to see the dreadful consequences). #Who is deaf? He who does not
listen to good advice is deaf (as he fails to hear or act on the words of
wisdom). ©Who is stupid? He who does not know to speak gently and aptly

to the occasion is stupid.

o areATRTge & e =7 et arrg
FIsASHI: ot Toh A=t qoe J¢ 11 221

kim danamanakanksam kim mitram yo nivarayati papat

ko.alankarah éilam kim vacam mandanam satyam |l 22|

BHUIM QFTT? H6V(LPEHET WITETT
[BTL_T L06V& (HLD HesTemLo Gleu@Log]!
[FEV(LPENET UTTWITH? BFFTID Feuifl
[B(LOEU T 6UENTEUWTLD [HLDEMLDI & LILIGUT!
URTLILEDL. Bhew&6rgl? sulgailevm bm @, evwrib!
eurdslesfley @)evfliinigy? suriienio Gpiewin! (22)

9What is a gift? A gift is one that is presented (by the well-wisher) unasked. ®”Who
is a true well-wisher? He who prevents from sinful acts (by taking away from
unrighteous path) is the true well-wisher. (By following such righteous path), ¢¢
'what becomes the real ornament or decoration? The personality of blameless character is
the true decoration thus achieved. (With such decoration) ®*What embellishes the

speech? Truthfulness is embellished in the words of such good men.
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o [enN [N hd o (o) (e o
e =T & gemasadaqas
o [enN

G|
FATATACTFFAT: 3 RIS o TSET T || 231

vidyudvilasitacapalam kim durjanasangatiryuvatayasca

kulasilanisprakampah ke kalikale.api sajjana eva Il 23 1|

H&50610g) LileiTeumev srLymil ef peug?
&DHMmL FEWTH, @LpLeVeT S ena!
se0luflglev 2 mid) HvBISTI 6TeuGr?
STBIST afleweruilh Hldbseuir oeuGr! (23)

©What pleasures are short lived like the flashes of lightning? Association with bad
people and indulging in physical pleasures are momentary like the flashes of
lightning. (The world is full of material pursuits). ©®'What sort of person can maintain
steadfast devotion to higher ideals of character, in this Kali-yuga? Those who are
inherently good (due to spiritual evolution or good vasana over many births) will
excel in maintaining steadfast focus in the righteous path, even in this kali-yuga.

AR gAA g & FIa7 agqas
o Tgafed s frgaqwaT [amor i 9

cintamaniriva durlabhamiha kim kathayami taccaturbhadram

kim tadvadanti bhiiyo vidhutatamasa visesena Il 24l

AbsT wenflCwerd Abews el
SHST EHLOELIT([H6T Hrewiluiley eresrevr?
BhsT allerdsemeu HTeTolGeT (PGS TT

pallepib Fryb BeVsvemeu ClFmevGeustr! (24)

©2Like the Chintamani, the mythical gem that can yield all wishes, what is the rarest in this
world? There are four such gems, as indicated by the enlightened men, which I shall
tell.
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[anN [ anNERd c o * Q
T (AT gd SITAATE &|Tead 9
. . c o .
T AREHT TAAHTGIHS 1| 4l

danam priyavaksahitam jidnamagarvam ksamanvitam Sauryam

vittam tyagasametam durlabhametaccaturbhadram Il 25|

BHOFTEL &FHMlw BevhsHLDd Liflar,
[BEVSVL_& HHGMeL BUILDlF ©hHTevrLD,
&mewent GuTigglw seailsiridl@ af i,
MSHLOTLD HeVF GlFILNF GlFsvauLd! (25)

Gifts given with kind words, scholarship without pride, valour graced with
forgiveness and wealth generously spent on charity are indeed the four gems (that
are like the wish-yielding mythical gem Chinthamani).

& =g wrao gfq fFwe & yereqwed
F: oA faghg: Taaraa: gaar f@ar T 1 <

kim Socyam karpanyam sati vibhave kim prasastamaudaryam

kah ptijyo vidvadbhih svabhavatah sarvada vinito yah Il 26|

ufgT LEEI? &HLOS HesrLog,

B BHSID @)eV6VTTd FleLemev 6TedTLIG!
CFsveun Fiaeflesr Amiiyl QuTmGlerg?
Crigseweu Limewrd Card Gesr®HriLig!
W Ceurir FGg jemi@Geui wrfl_b?
OLEBSHLPLD V6V HyedTLemL_ wimilL_Lb! (26)

©What is pitiable? The miserly nature of man that does not allow his possessions to
be shared for the benefit of others is truly pitiable. ©“What is praiseworthy in those
who have the riches? The quality of generosity in such men is praiseworthy. @ Who is
respected even by the learned? One who is endowed with humility at all times is

respected by the learned.
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F: FAFAATRAL: AT oSty a1 99

FET T QAT gdaATETIHALTET || 9l

kah kulakamaladinesah sati gunavibhave.api yo namrah

kasya vase jagadetatpriyahitavacanasyadharmaniratasya Il 27l

GaplewL_ eueripm CFHST LOewTen W
Leilg1p Lreull LgIewTid SLipd
grewrigw sHTCUTey CHmeirmreui wr@y?
SHTWIRIEHT ,630TeUD HTTHLDH &TETLIGET,
&6VIBEVEIT 69 (H6u6edT ©O1LITSIB6V6T 9j6uSeur!
FHPD EGHHm SassTod HTH
LHMID eneuwiLd LTHMIeuesT 6TeuGeT?
QUTIISHLOU|LD ST LD eudlpewm GBHiewLou|Ld
Sriienowib ClarenTL gjsvedlwer HeuGer! (27)

©6) What brightens the family, like the Sun that makes the lotus to bloom and to reveal its
beauty and fragrance? It is the existence of one in the family, with great virtues and
free of pride or self-deceit. (Such persons are also good for the society as they effect
social progress). 7 Who is able to transform the society? The person who speaks truth
and kind words and has righteousness in conduct can transform the society (as seen

in the life of great leaders in the world).

TG AT FT Tehadr arega=dr =
% = wgerfa faat: yggamaatad &= I <0

vidvanmanohara ka satkavita bodhavanita ca

kam na spréati vipattih pravrddhavacananuvartinam dantam | 28I

&HCmmi aflHLriLd? SewmLL Té SHTaiwib,
sTfews wralw saller6lwmy @) sflenio!
afLpgsemev sTeuGerr aflevd @eusir? Frer@Gmmri
allglliLig oyewaF all(hdhF sewrdseusit! (28)

©8) What pleases the minds of the learned? Blemish less literatures and the damsel of
superb intelligence attract such minds. © Who can escape downfall? Man who follows

the advice of the learned and accordingly exercise control over the senses avoid the

downfall.
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N [enN [enN o
FEH TP HHAT aqaa =Ty FIfagara
ST o & AT G Hrarehe o ATeed Il 4|l

kasmai sprhayati kamala tvanalasacittaya nitivrttaya

tyajati ca kam sahasa dvijagurusuranindakaram ca salasyam Il 29I

CFbsT wengwmer GlFsvailuiler 2_sppallL_1b?
CFwevpewest Hiwid CFihgHeum jeurflL Lb!
9 BCHT! QFsvauld ysev6ug) eTeuifl_d?
W EHEDT, & (HEW6Y, Y WTL_616IT, (Lp6sTleuen T
LGWT HeuenILd Lowibisld GamibLisdley
ugleurst GlFsveud LMBHEH GLir@Lb! (29)

(The means to meaningful life is prosperity). “” To whom is the Goddess (of prosperity)
seated on the louts attracted? Prosperity comes to him who is hard-working and bound
by dharma. “VFrom whom she departs? From those who are lazy (not working) and
shows disregard for the learned, teachers, gods and the self-realized seers, the
goddess of prosperity departs.

T AT AT TSRS STAT HT9AT

F: TR aer: AT T Il 3o

kutra vidheyo vasah sajjananikate.athava kasyam

kah pariharyo desah pisunayuto lubdhabhtipasca Il 301l

SIS uTpd 5&bS G Clwg?
S&CHTT eurPlL_b, ot suerilL_tb!
Salli& @ @)L 6ogy)? $&HHTI gn L L LD,

STOTT HYeWFH Hewawmer eumil_io! (30)

(The place of dwelling has great impact to our peace). “? Which is the right place to
live? The place where virtuous people live is the best. 7 What place should one avoid?
A place that is filled with evil people and ruled by greedy rulers is to be avoided. (In
order to remain in the righteous path, the environment in which we live must also be
considered. If necessary, places of bad influence must be avoided.)

HAT=T: TR TR0 efifaraaT
T AT F: o gAY e T AT Im@r 1 220
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kenasocyah purusah pranatakalatrena dhiravibhavena

iha bhuvane kah $ocyah satyapi vibhave na yo data Il 311I

SYVVV F&GLD | (HHSIWEIT? SjsbrL |
9|6V LW, 9| (hHTF GlFev6uLD!
eTewTeRTd SETH @)Phs Lflsruid?

B BHSID CHT([HHST FFevTestledT 2arevrid! (31)

74 In what state a man (or family dwelling person) is able to free from sorrow? If one has a
devoted spouse and stable resources for his disposal, he would be free from sorrow.
(It is not enough for oneself to be free of sorrow; one must help others also to be free
of sorrow). 7® Who is pitiable in this world? The one who never gives to others, in spite

of his vast possession is indeed pitiable.

o AT o ITHaRuY AT AT
TTATE F: 9T TALLRIARAr F T Il 3R

kim laghutaya mtlam prakrtapurusesu ya yacfia

ramadapi kah Stirah smarasaranihato na yascalati Il 32l

@aryib 61817 Qamrigwi GUTHEHDHIF
Gamryid CGumreug, srwds Lifleugy!
rrwesrmit efrerwmi? Gueyb 9w
griflener Hiisg Ceuflemesrts Guidgeusit! (32)

(76) What makes one despicable? Stooping lowly or begging from unworthy person is
despicable. (Even in adversity, one should have the courage for not seeking favours

from those who are not in the righteous path). “” Who is deemed as brave as Lord Rama?
He who can conquer the attachment to wordly desires is brave like Rama (as he

remains free).
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kimaharniSamanucintyam bhagavaccaranam na samsarah

caksusmanto.apyandhah ke syuh ye nastika manujah Il 33l

@)rey LSV eTEITEDI6U GG 6iT6wT?
@ewmuwilg, sailr @erreng svsv!
aflfluyL_edr @ pLmit exflenmi@eueir eTeuGerr?
Gougls QuTmener ailsvd @ eust jeuGer! (33)

78 (To reinforce the learning) what should be one’s focus for day and night? One’s focus
must be on the divine surrender to the supreme truth but not on worldly desires. @
Who are blind even with eyes? Those who lack faith in the holy scriptures (that reveal

the path to Self-realization) are blind.

R EREERIRRIEE IR RICIE-CIIR]
& drmtT = g e FfsEaata |0 3%

kah panguriha prathito vrajati ca yo varddhake tirtham

kim tirthamapi ca mukhyam cittamalam yannivartayati Il 34l

pL_sueit wrTGr? pglwiest Liwiesst
Ao 5fss Figs ursHil
yeflgsd S606ng? GuTflBID werg
FpLer QgefllwgF FAmd @ @)L g (34)

60 Who is lame? He who embarks on pilgrimage (and such endeavours) at old age is
considered to be lame (as he has effectively lost out the time of youth and energy for
such endeavours. As there are many holy places prescribed in the scriptures) ¢*
which is the best of all holy places? The best of the holy places is where one’s mind is
completely purified. (In other words, even bathing in Ganges or living in Kasi is no

good, if one’s mind does not become pure).
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o Tie Tt gRATH 98T 7 JTa«! AT
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kim smarttavyam purusaih harinama sada na yavani bhasa

ko hi na vacyah sudhiya paradosascanrtam tadvat Il 35l

THMET TLIBLITGILD eTERTENTSHS6V 67D M) ?
anfBriod @ewmBT SewL_wrerd Surhmieug)!
TICUEFSH FTTCmTids@ eTICUTGID gt _Tgy?

SUCUTHID GLTiISI W SLlYaUTTHeND Fn LTI (35)

62 What is to be remembered forever? The holy names of Hari (names of gods) not the
decaying words of any are to be remembered forever. @ What should not be spoken by
the learned? Harsh words about others and lies should never be in the speech of the

learned.

T3 gumer weper: B st &t Ton: oo
& FAR[OTTAATE ST ST & T 1l 3%

kim sampadyam manujaih vidya vittam balam yasah punyam

kah sarvagunavinasi lobhah Satrusca kah kamah Il 36l

FLLF Anpbss? sevall, 9 mliGLmmer
[opon 45Tk Gwmpbed e,
Fliqw Slting? QPG rreng!
e13)ifl wrGwgy? @)ssresrmis upmy! (36)

(One should earn the means to live). ¥ What constitutes earning? (Meritorious)
Earning is made up of (right) knowledge, wealth (by right means), strength (of body
and character), fame (among the learned) and spiritual reverence. (Even if one earns
these) % What destroys the merits completely? Greed (driven by undue desires) nulls
all merits. ©» What is one’s enemy (in such pursuits of earning)? Attachment based on

worldly desires is the enemy within.
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ka ca sabha pariharya hina ya vrddhasacivena

iha kutravahitah syanmanujah kila rajasevayam Il 37l

6T g L L1D 6TUIBLITEILD sTDHLISH @ YpHTHI?
BHGTeuT BVeVMIEhHT (B)Lemev6TevflsL QYT !
srefEens Sallywrit stgledlmdss Ceusssr(BHid?
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(In the course of our endeavour) ®” what kind of company should one avoid? Any
gathering that is void of good and learned must be avoided (as one must be cautious
to maintain righteousness). ©® In what should one be very cautious? One should
exercise caution for not falling in the servitude under the rule of evil. (Such a sorry
state will erode freedom.)

STUTTET &l T80 FeAerH: AT TS
FT TTeAT FIfa: afaaar Asraias | 2410

pranadapi ko ramyah kuladharmah sadhusangasca

ka samraksya kirtih pativrata naijabuddhisca Il 381

2_uilflspip QuMCSHI? 2 wireurest @sviomesrib!

sTeumPlev QUTMILIL TICUITGILD §p(HeueHIs S ?
@6VLIGILIHEWLD, &LgB6VLD, 6% TewdTL_gIswewT LoHMmILD
B3 w0 euflullst pHusHIL L CluTgisPle! (38)

®9) What is dearer than one’s own life? The heritage or the dharma of the lineage in
which one is born and the association with the virtuous are more precious than life.
€0 Whom should one protect (in the course of one’s life)? The good name of the family (or
the society), the life-partner and the common sense (the ability to apply experience
and knowledge to protect dharma in all walks of life) are the important aspects to be

protected.
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ka kalpalata loke sacchisyayarpita vidya

ko.aksayavatavrksah syatvidhivatsatpatradattadanam yat Il 39|
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(Kalpalata is the mythical tree that grants wishes of those under its shade). ®” What in
this world is like the Kalpalata? The school of higher learning which spreads the
knowledge to all sincere seekers is like the Kalpalata. (Aksaya-vasta is another
mythical tree in the banks of river Ganges, under which funeral rites are delivered
for the redemption of the dead). “?What is Aksaya-Vasta signifying? It signifies the
important of giving away worthy gifts to worthy persons with sure will and pure

mind.

o ot ot Ffh: |74 o # O
& F ot 75F T g Teagmigad Il ¥oll

kim Sastram sarvesam yuktih mata ca ka dhenuh

kim nu balam yaddhairyam ko mrtyuh yadavadhanarahitatvam Il 401|

WITT& @G BVVTWSLD? 67D & LpsdT pwipley!
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©3) Which noble weapon is available for all? The power of reasoning (as it destroys
ignorance, the worst enemy) is the noble weapon to all. ©¥ Who is the mother of all?
Cow is deemed as the mother of all (as it gives its blood as milk, the life-sustaining
fuel to all creatures). “What is the protecting-power? One’s courage (built on
righteousness) is one’s power of protection. ©“¢ ) What causes the downfall (unto
uncontrolled binding of the cycle of death and birth)? It is the inertia (famasic nature)
and the passion (rajasic nature) of the mind (as these lead to the entanglement of
desires).
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kutra visam dustajane kimihasaucam bhavetrnam nrnam

kimabhayamiha vairamyam bhayamapi kim vittameva sarvesam Il 41|
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@7 Where is the source of venom? It is in the evil mind. ©® What is the cause of such
blemish consciousness? It is due to the lasting attachement to the results of actions.
@I What makes one fearless? Totall non-attachment makes one free and fearless. %
What causes fear? Indeed wealth (as the attachment to wealth leads to anxiety to

acquire, dread to protect and misery when lost) causes fear.
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ka durlabha naranam haribhaktih patakam ca kim himsa

ko hi bhagavatpriyah syatyo.anyam nodvejayedanudvignah Il 42l

Guevrer BH@ewTd? Glowiwirs Gloiwig uiled
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100 What is the rarest virtue? Absolute surrender to Hari is the rarest virtue (absolute
surrender based on unassailable faith requires wisdom and conviction; these are rare
indeed). %2 What is evil? Violence in any form to anyone is evil. % Who is dear to

God? One who does not have anger and does not cause anger in others is dear to
God.
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109 What delivers great powers? Focused efforts lead to great powers (which require
control of senses). 1% Whose mind can be at such right path? Only the minds of those
who respect great men can endure the right path. % How is such strong state of mind
developed? Through respect and strict adherence to the wise words of the elders, such
a strong mind is developed. @7 Who is the elder? One who knows (and conducts

oneself ) in the path of righteousness is the elder (not because of older age).
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sambhavitasya maranadadhikam kim duryaso bhavati

loke sukhi bhavetko dhanavandhanamapi ca kim yatascestam |l 44 |
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(108) What is more fearful than death even to the most famous? Whatever causes disrepute
to one’s stature is more dreadful than death. @ In the worldly life, who is happy? The
rich is happy in the world. (From this, one may hasten to conclude that money is the
source of happiness or the sign of richness. To enlighten, richness is now
questioned.) ™% What does rich mean? Richness is the enabler to acquire the object of
desire. (Even with abundance of money one does not always get one’s wants. As the
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wants recur, there is always a mismatch between the power of desire and the
potential to fulfil. On the contrary, a contented mind can be a sign of richness
because in such mind, desires are capped or even culled; therefore it remains in
fulfilment).
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sarvasukhanam bijam kim punyam duhkhamapi kutah papat
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(Happiness and grief occur even when there is no direct-action and this must
account for the effect of past actions or the law of causation). ¥ What is the source of
all happiness? The results of one’s good actions (now and before) is the source of all
happiness. @2 What causes grief? Evil actions lead to grief. (Material wealth is
temporary and does not provide lasting happiness). ¥ By what effort, one can attain
the eternal wealth? It is by the steadfast devotion to Sankara (Lord Siva) one can attain
the eternal wealth. (Steadfast devotion will lead to Self-realization and the onenessn

with Brahmam — infinite knowledge, eternal existence and absolute bliss).
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BTer@sTmid Cumiiign Bl HedGeumriflesr GlLiwiflsv!(46)
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@149 Who progresses higher in life? One with humility goes higher (as he is free from the
burden of ego). ¥ Who descends to lower form in life? One who is full of pride and
arrogance meets the downfall. ™% Who must not be trusted? One who is always
engaged in lies cannot be trusted. (Does it mean occasional lie is justified? This is
further clarified).

FATTASTHITAT TG I<h THLETS
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(Following from the last answer), 7 where can be the utterance of untruth not a sin?
When there is no other way to uphold righteousness, then telling an untruth is not a
sin. (As said in the Thirukkural, truth is that which causes no harm to innocent and
protects dharma). '8 What is dharma? (This simple question begs a long answer but
in the context of educating ordinary men in the pursuit of family life, Sankara gives a
practical answer). Dharma is the tradition revered and strictly followed by the leaned
ancestors. (5o one should follow the tradition).
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@19 What gives strength to the Sadhu? It is their goodness. @9 Who is Sadhu? He is the
one who is ever satisfied. (He is not necessarily the one clad in a special robe and
wandering in search of truth. Full satisfaction means either all desires are fulfilled or
there is no desire to be fulfilled. Scriptures say that worldly desires only multiply
and their fulfilment is very difficult; better approach would be to abandon all
worldly desires; this is possible by overriding with the supreme desire — the desire
to seek the Self, by seeing which all is achieved. Those who are able to do and
remain fulfilled are the Sadhus; by such contentment, they surpass the destiny). @V
What is destiny? It is the resultant consequences of actions. @22 Who is known to be with
good destiny? One who has the respect and regards of the virtuous beings is
considered to have good destiny.
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123 Who is the true friend and well-wisher for the family-man? The devoted wife (spouse)
is the true friend of the family-man. % Who is a family-man? He who performs the
prescribed sacrifices according to his role, is a true family-man. % What are these
sacrifices? These are defined in the scriptures for enabling the house-holder for the
spiritual progression. (These sacrifices define the duties of the house-holder in terms
of family maintenance, treatment of guests and the environments, social obligations
etc.).
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kah Sisto yo vedapramanavam ko hatah kriyabhrastah Il 50|
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26 Whose sacred ritual will be successful (in terms of yielding the prescribed results)?
Whoever follow the sacrifices with sincerity and also remain virtuous, their
performance will lead to successful results. @27 Who is a virtuous person? He is one
who faithfully and sincerely adhere his conduct to scriptures. 28 Who should be
deemed dead even while living? He who has abandoned the duties prescribed by the
scriptures is like the dead even while living.
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(1299 Who is bestowed with riches? A sanyasi — one who has renounced everything has
everything! (By renunciation, the giving up of all desires is meant. This is possible
only when the only desire dominates which is to seek the Self. When the Self is
realized, it leads to non-duality; non-duality refers to the Oneness and so there is
nothing to desire or own. Everything is one and in one.) % Who is to be honoured?
One who is both a scholar and of good character is to be honoured. " Who is fit to be

served? One who has the generosity to reward others is to be served. (Here servitude
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in the anticipation of reward is not indicated. It refers to serving those who have the
generosity to give away their possession). 32 Who is liberal in giving away gifts? Only
those who understand those who are in need (and what they need) can be liberal in
giving. (Charity is not giving what we have to any, but giving what one needs and

when one needs).
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(133 What is the biggest fortune for those embodied in this world? Excellent health of the
body (both physical and subtle) is the most important fortune. % Who gets the
benefits (in this world)? One who works diligently in one’s chosen field of work will
get the benefits. 3% Who will be freed from sins? One who forever contemplates on the
supreme-being is free of sin. (By focusing the mind on the supreme-being, all desires
vanish; so the effects of actions are cut asunder, leaving one free of sin). ¢ Who
attains fulfilment? One who is virtuous without desires attains fulfilment.
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kim duskaram naranam yanmanaso nigrahah satatam
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(37) What is the most difficult thing to do? The most difficult thing keeping a still-mind.

138 Who has true continence or self-restraint? ~ One whose desires upon the sensual
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pleasures are controlled (and refocused on the study of the Self) is said to be the

seeker with true qualities of self-restraint.
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39 Who is the supreme God? The Self that illumines the consciousness is supreme.
(The indwelling Atman is the supreme Brahmam; the science of understanding this
supreme truth is known as Atma Vidya. For the phenomenal world or the universe of
our dwelling) ™% who is the ruler? The Sun (whose light gives life to all) is the ruler.
(Life is ignited by the light of the Sun; only by the Sun, other natural forces exist to
support life). #1 Who is the agent for sustaining life? Rain (or the water) is the agent or
the cause for nourishing all life.

33 | prasnottararatnamalika — Adi Sankara www.meenalaya.org



USRI AHT T olehT aflssrraflewL_ LoeswflLDTem6ev

F: QT T Sa=Tar ATar o F: G
Tl [ SRTEI[eeh: &79: AT Foa: foEmea 1wy

kah $uro yo bhitatrata trata ca kah sadguruh

ko hi jagadgururuktah $ambhuh jianam kutah $ivadeva Il 55

Ya&peLm| BTwgsesr?

L&V L Geumiledr giememTeusst %6meveuesT!
IIHL_&EBEVLD Sibd| BFFLD HMILILI6U6HT?
aflewL_gHLD ausTarsL ailLosvest BbM @ !

2 V@& OlHEVEVTLD If & TeuGr?
[BILO6VEST FMhIGT6dT Blddlwiedr FibL!
wriflib 2 ewremniort Guirmsir GxL_60?
Cpiflw FAeusstmils BlewestdhdHL_ & (Halledr
Il uTd A6t @&mIiLewti eugGeu! (55)

(1420 Who is the valiant hero? One who offers protection to the frightened. (Of course,
physical protection to those who are afraid of harm to their bodies is a heroic act.
The context is the fear of Samsara, the vicious cycle of birth and death. In that case)
(143 who is the true protector? The spiritual Guru is the true protector (as he cut asunder
the ignorance in the mind of the disciple which is the root cause of fear. To impart
knowledge, there are many teachers and many forms of teaching. The teacher of all
teachers is to be known and adored so that His grace is upon us which will guide us
to the right teacher at the right time. These are indicated in the next two questions.)
49 Who is the universal teacher? The Sambhu (Lord Siva) is the supreme teacher. @
From whom does one gain the supreme knowledge? Indeed from Lord Siva, one should
gain the supreme knowledge. (One should only seek the supreme knowledge
through unfailing contemplation on God, upon Whose grace, one shall identify the
Guru on earth; by treating him as Lord Siva Himself one should offer absolute

surrender to obtain the true knowledge).
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(The supreme knowledge leads to Self-realization which is the key for emancipation.
But pursuing the path of Knowledge is difficult for all, at least in the beginning.
There must be an easier approach). ¢ How is liberation achieved? (Liberation is only
at the dawn of the supreme knowledge which requires the grace of the Supreme; as
said in the Katopanisad, only the Self can reveal the Self as the Self is beyond the
mind and intellect. Devotion based on complete surrender is the founding principle
for obtaining the supreme knowledge. In other words, Bhakti is pre-requisite for
Gyana. This is reflected in the answer). Surrendering to Mukunda in true devotion
will lead to true liberation. @ Who is Mukunta? Mukunda is the supreme
consciousness that ends the avidya, the nescince within, to reveal the Self. (Mukunda
is a name of Hari and a beautiful representation of Brahmam to help in the
transgression of samsara. One may choose any form of worship as long as the
surrender is absolute and the motivation is for the supreme knowledge only). @
What is avidya? Avidya represents the state in which the knowledge of the Self is
absent. (Supreme knowledge is being in the state of supreme know-how. Such a
state is the intrinsic nature of the Self. However, this is not known due to the veil of
ignorance. The science of atma vidya is the process by which the shackles of
ignorance are removed to ultimately reveal the true Self. Since the Self, the knower
of all, cannot be known by senses, all knowledge we seek should help to identify
what not the Self is. Avidya refers to the ignorance of this profound fact).
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49 In what is the freedom from sorrow? In the absence of anger is the freedom from
sorrow. (Anger disturbs the balance of mind and the harmony of the senses. It erodes
happiness in one and all). ®» What is happiness? Happiness is being contended
(because contended mind is not swayed by desires and so closer to harmony). %
Who is the true ruler? One who earns the unfailing support of others (through his
good conduct) is the true ruler. @2 Who is lowly like a dog? One who seeks the

support of evil persons is like a dog (eating despicable food).
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153 Who controls the Maya? The Parameshvara controls the maya. % What is the
inexplicable magic (of this Maya)? The magic is the ever changing appearance of the
universe. What causes the dream experiences? The activities of waking life are
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resembled variably in the dreams. @ What is eternal or satyam? The Brahmam

Which remains unchanged forever is eternal.
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157 What is mithya or falsity? Mithya is that which leaves without trace at the dawn of
true knowledge. @ What is tuccham or unreal? Statements like the horn’s hare
indicate ‘tuccham’ or totally unreal. > What cannot be defined as real or unreal? Maya
cannot be determined as real or unreal. (It is so, as we are ordinarily within the
bounds of space and time across which the Maya is operative. Maya is
superimposed on the Brahmam to create variegated forms and diversity. As part of
the diversity, we are ordinarily blinded by the diversity caused by Maya). @6 What is
kalpitam or superimposition? Duality or the projection of One as many varied forms is
denoted by kalpitam or superimposition. (The concept of Maya requires a seprate
study).
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61 What is absolutely real? Non-duality is the absolute reality. " How does ignorance
(of duality) arise? It is beginning less. %2 What causes the body? The prarabdha karma or

the operative part of effects due from previous actions is the cause for the body. @63
What provides the sustaining energy for life? Life span is determined by the prarabdha
karma accordingly it provides necessary energy to sustain the embodiment.
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(164 What is the mode of worship of Brhamam?  Adoring Siva with Gayatri mantra with
Sun and Fire as the symbol of knowledge is the mode of worship of Brahmam. @
What is common among these Gayatri Mantra, Sun, and Fire etc.? Everything is the same

(as they all represent the supreme knowledge).
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(166) Who is the visible god? The mother is the visible god.. @ Who is the elder to be
respected forever? The father is to be respected as the elder. % Who represents all
divinities? One who has mastered the knowledge of the Self or atma-vidya and
fulfilled his rightful obligations on earth represents divinities. (Mother, Father and
Guru are the trinities who are to be adored as the guides in one’s life).

T FAATG: T TT: TS ATSHTY

FHTHHTT = T F T TR TTefiar: 1 €30

kasca kulaksayahetuh santapah sajjanesu yo.akari

kesamamogha vacanam ye ca punah satyamaunasamasilah Il 63|

GEMWE GHVSMSE &HWVLILIZ) 6T6IT6uT !
GHNTPEDL_ WTEDTH CHTeTm) &HalHsHe0!
Qumriiwr Qumflwrsy ysPEILDeL wTGr?
sumiiento Gomifluir, suensuilsy Glweresflui,

Qurmiswio sriiueui s GlumisurCr! (63)

169 What destroys the families and communities? The persecution of learned men
destroys the families and communities. @7 Whose words are never falsified? The words
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of those who always speak the truth, maintain silence and show patience are never
falsified.
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70 What is the cause of birth? Desire to the objects of enjoyment causes birth. 72 What
is considered as the secondary embodiment? One’s off-spring is deemed as the secondary
embodiment (as it creates the lineage). 73 What is unavoidable? Death is unavoidable.
(174 Where should one remain? Reside only in places where one can see purity.
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@75 Who has the right for the gift of food? One who is hungry has the right for the gift of
food. (Here food refers to that which sustains life or fulfils the critical need). @7® Who
should be worshipped? Those who are seen by the learned as the incarnation of
supreme-being are to be worshipped. @7 Who is the supreme being? The Brahmam
Who is adored by Sankara and Narayana (and all gods) is the supreme-being.
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178 What is the gift of bhakti? The gift of bhakti is gyana or gnosis, the true knowledge
which reveals the divine realm of Brhamam. @79 What is liberation? The ending of
avidya or ignorance is true liberation. % What is the root and the vast expanse of Veda?
The symbol OM, as the indeclinable sound, represents the Brahmam; It is the root of

and also the infinite expanse as revealed in the Veda.
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One who wears the necklace with the gems of questions and answers as the source of

his voice will shine among the wise as the most lustrous one.
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Il iti Srimad Sankaracaryaviracita prasnottararatnamalika samapta |l
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